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a period of hea-yy immigration; the 1966 ratio was 101. In the older settled provinces east 
of Manitoba the ratio varied between 104 in 1911 and 100 in 1966, but in the western 
provinces which were being opened to settlement in the early years of the century the ratio 
changed from a high of 146 in 1911 to 103 in 1966. 

The sex distributions and variations in ratio among the provinces are given for the 
census years 1951, 1956, 1961 and 1966 in Table 11. 

11.—Sex Distribution of the Population and Sex Ratio, hf Province, 
Census Years 1951,1956,1961 and 1966 
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or 
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185,143 
50,218 

324,965 
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2,022,127 
2,314,170 

394,813 
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48,211 

317,629 
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234,924 
53,357 

374,244 
302,440 

2,631,866 
3,134,528 

463,503 
479,564 
639,383 
829,094 

8,178 
12,822 

1,218,803 

Females 

No. 

222,920 
61,272 

362,763 
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Males 

No. 

213,905 
60,510 

353,182 
279,590 

2,317,677 
2,721,519 

432,478 
453,428 
686,921 
720,516 

6,924 
11,229 

8,161,87* 

Females 

No. 

201,169 
48,775 

341,535 
275,026 

2,310,701 
2,683,414 
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7,028,012 
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No. 

106 
101 
103 
102 
100 
101 
104 
109 
109 
106 
131 
139 

103 

1966 

Males 

No. 

252,125 
64,974 

380,617 
310,145 

2,885,927 
3,479,149 

484,266 
489,040 
746,246 
948,586 

7,305 
15,566 

16.051,311 

Females 

No. 

241,271 
53,661 

376,622 
306,843 

2,894,018 
3,481,721 

478,800 
466,304 
716,968 
925,089 

6,577 
13,172 

(,960,63( 
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101 
101 
100 
100 
101 
106 
104 
103 
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101 

Age.—The age composition of the Canadian population is, of course, a reflection of 
past trends in vital rates and immigration. The lower birth rate of the 1961-66 period 
relative to that of the late 19508 had a considerable impact on the population under 15 
years of age in 1966. This age group increased by only 400,000 or 6.5 p.c. between 1961 
and 1966 as compared with a gain of 967,000 or 18.5 p.c. in the 1956-61 period. As a 
result, the proportion that this age group formed of the total population fell from 34.0 
p.c. in 1961 to 32.9 p.c. in 1966. The population of working age—those 15-64—increased 
more substantially, with a gain in excess of 1,200,000 or 11.5 p.c. in the 1961-66 period. 
Consequently, this age group constituted 59.4 p.c. of the total population in 1966 as com­
pared with 58.4 p.c. five years earlier. Close to one third of the over-all 1961-66 increase 
in the 15-64 age group occurred among those 15-19 years of age. This young adult age 
group in 1966 was, of course, comprised of those born in the high birth rate, postwar 
years. The proportion of persons 65 years of age or over was approximately the same in 
1966 as in 1961. 


